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the bemusement of the guests, 
2 litres of water cost 10s 6d (52p) 
while telephone calls within the 
island were free! At least it gave 
the opportunity for drivers and 
crews to mix, and also to familiarise 
themselves with the rules of the 
event. It was also an opportunity to 
speak with a three-man technical 
team provided by Firestone Tires, 
which as well as giving advice, was 
busily promoting its products to 
the racers.

Several people had cause to 
remember certain aspects of the 
Royal Victoria that could have 
cost them dear. The fi rst casualty 
of the meeting, even before a 
wheel had turned, was Burdette 
Martin who walked into the glass 
frontage adjoining the door of the 
hotel. Luckily he hit it elbow fi rst, 
breaking the glass, and managed 

Drivers visiting the island of New 
Providence were issued with a 
temporary vehicle licence by the 
Bahamas Treasury Department, 
which allowed the visitor to use 
their car on the public roads of 
the island. (Courtesy George 
Waltman)

The 1957 programme cover for 
the Speed Weeks. (Terry O’Neil 
collection)




